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NOMINATIONS  ARE  IN  ORDER! 

Ballots  will  be  sent  to  members  in  June  for  election  of  Board  members. 
The  five  officers  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Guild  for  a year  and  their  actions 
should  express  your  views.  Why  not  nominate  someone,  or  yourself,  for  this 
responsible  position?  All  nominations  must  be  in  before  June  1st. 


ACTIVE  MONTH 

Nominations  of  qualified  appli- 
cants, a book  donation  for  our  re- 
search library,  columns  by  distin- 
guished members,  requests  for  photos, 
and  numerous  requests  for  informa- 
tions kept  the  past  month  on  an  above 
par  plane. 

Carl  Allenbaugh  has  written  a very 
informative  column,  "Picture  Sources" 
and  Ray  Manville  has  contributed  a 
"Source  of  Inspiration"  article.  You 
will  enjoy  both. 

Matthew  J.  van  der  Voort,  our  Neth- 
erlands member,  contributed  a copy  of 
the  "Numismatics  and  Seals"  issued  by 
the  Archeologic  Institution  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  Ukraine  in  Kiev , Matthew 
mentioned  an  article  by  Dr.  I,  G. 
Spasskey  which  deals  with  the  last  Im- 
perial coinage  of  Russia,  The  mintage 
figures  are  given  and  this  solves  the 
mystery  of  how  many  1915  rubles  were 
made.  The  book  is  available  to  any  mem- 
ber who  can  decode  Russian ! 

* * * 

TREASURY  REPORT 

Treasurer,  Gordon  Greene,  announced 
the  Guild  was  in  the  pink  as  it  stayed 
out  of  the  red  and  he  produced  a re- 
port using  black  ink, (That  was  white 
of  him!  ) 

Financial  Report.  N.L.G.,  March  28,  1969 
Receipts 

Balance  in  bank  12/30/68  $ 91.03 

Membership  Dues  1969  1 50.00 

$241.03 

Expenses 

Newsletter  l/ 69  22.05 


Newsletter  2/69  $ 22,05 

$ 44,10 

Balance $196.93 


INCIDENTALLY,  a very  loud  "thank  you" 
to  Gordon  for  his  donation  of  this 
month's  gift.  The  pocket  magnifier 

can  also  serve  as  a book  marker. 

* * * 

FROM  MAURY  TO  JOHN 

Maury  Gould  dropped  a short  note  to 
his  good  friend  John  L,  McKay-Clements 
and  indicated  he  was  in  almost  full 
agreement  with  John's  selection  of 
Canada's  10  rarest  coins  and  tokens. 

Maury  said,  "The  sole  exception  is  No, 

5,  the  Robert  Hopwood  & Sons  Token,  18 52, 
Breton  898.  I owned  two  pieces  myself, 
one  from  the  John  LeBlanc  collection  and 
the  other  came  from  the  John  Gilbody  col- 
lection. I have  seen  them  listed  in  var- 
ious price  lists  on  several  occasions. 

While  I have  never  researched  this  piece, 

I know  some  modern  Canadian  numismatists 
claim  it  is  strictly  an  English  piece  and 
should  be  deleted  from  Canadian  price 
lists.  Only  ray  numismatic  opinion,  John!" 

* * * 

MOST  BEAUTIFUL  COIN 

Ray  Manville  took  time  to  give  his 
views  on  the  10  most  beautiful  U,  S,  coins, 
"My  vote  for  the  most  beautiful  U,  S,  coin 
must  go  to  the  Saint  Gaudens  $20  gold 
piece.  As  a matter  of  fact,  I give  my  first 
three  votes  to  this  coin  ...  1907  ex- 
tremely high  relief,  1907  high  relief  and 
the  1907-1932  design  with  Arabic  numerals. 
All  other  selections  are  pattern  coins: 
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Judd  60  - Golbrecht  dollar  I836,  Judd 
1205  - Barber  dollar  1872,  Judd  1315  - 
Bailly  trade  dollar  1873,  Judd  237  - 
Longacre  half  dollar  1859,  Judd  2 57  - 
Paquet  $20  goldpiece  (copper)  1859, 

Judd  1773  - double  eagle  by  Barber 
1906,  Judd  1766  - Barber  half  dollar 
1891.  In  my  opinion  the  pattern  is- 
sues surpass  our  regular  coinage." 

* * * 

NEW  COIN  PUBLICATION 

Behn-Miller  Publications  will  intro- 
duce a quarterly  coin  release  in  July. 

The  name  of  the  magazine  will  be  "Coin 
Mart",  Editor  Jim  Miller  announced  the 
new  sister  publication  to  COINage  maga- 
zine will  be  in  the  market  for  coin 
articles  aimed  at  an  audience  who  buys 
coins  by  mail. 

* * * 

TOM  BECKER  DOES  IT  AGAIN! 

The  highly  successful  photo  exhibi- 
tion during  the  San  Diego  A.N.A.  con- 
vention in  1968  was  a direct  result  of 
our  Public  Relations  Officer,  Tom  Beck- 
er's efforts. 

He  not  only  planned  the  show,  received 
the  prints,  had  them  mounted  and  trans- 
ported them  but  he  also  arranged  and 
paid  for  plaques  himself.  THIS  YEAR, 
August  12-16,  Tom  has  gone  a step  fur- 
ther and  added  a color  division  to  the 
competition. 

All  photos  must  be  taken  by  a full  or 
part  time  photographer  employed  by  a nu- 
mismatic firm  or  agency.  A limit  of  2 
per  individual  and  a size  limitation  of 
11x14  inches  indicate  the  next  display 
of  work  by  our  numismatic  brethren  will 
be  on  a scale  unequalled  in  the  past. 
Invitations  have  been  mailed  to  many 
of  the  major  organizations  in  the  field 
but  if  your  firm  has  been  overlooked, 
please  contact  Tom  for  a set  of  rules. 
(Krause  Publications,  Iola,  Disc.  5^945). 

* * * 

TENTATIVE  DATING  SET 

The  meeting  of  the  Guild  during  the 
A.N.A.  convention  has  become  a very  dif- 
ficult one  to  place  in  permanent  dating. 
Conflicting  events  of  major  importance 
such  as  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  the 
Franklin  Mint  ceremonies  have  prompted 
us  to  change  our  dates  two  times  and 
perhaps  a third  change  may  be  required. 


Tom  Werner,  General  Chairman  of  the 
convention,  has  been  most  cooperative  and 
has  done  all  and  more  than  can  be  ex- 
pected. A too  early  in-the-week  meeting 
might  cause  some  members  to  miss  the  Guild 
assembly.  A late  date  encounters  practi- 
cally every  organization  seeking  the  same 
time  slots.  As  of  this  writing,  August  15, 
3:00  to  5s 00  p.m.  has  been  selected.  (The 
Franklin  Mint  Ceremony  is  in  the  morning 

and  their  banquet  begins  at  7- 00  P.M.) 

* * * 

THE  $1,000  DONATION 

The  Franklin  Mint  offered  the  Numis- 
matic Literary  Guild  financial  aid  in  the 
form  of  a $1,000  gift  with  the  proviso 
that  the  Guild  become  a non-profit  concern 

An  initial  offer  to  furnish  us  legal 
assistance  to  perform  this  task  by  their 
attorneys  has  been  withdrawn  because  ex- 
pansion problems  are  keeping  their  bar- 
risters extremely  busy.  The  offer  of  the 
donation  is  still  open. 

It  should  be  stressed  that  a six  month 
period  has  elapsed  since  the  offer  and  dur 
ing  this  period  they  were  more  than  ready 
to  help  with  any  legal  problems.  The  delay 
was  caused  by  problems  inherent  to  solving 
Guild  policies  by  mail. 

To  sum  up  . . , The  Guild  can  receive 
the  donation  but  we  require  legal  help. 

Any  ideas,  suggestion  or  criticisms  to 
offer? 

* * * 

CAN  YOU  HELP? 

A big  "Thank  You"  to  Margot  Russell  for 
photos  of  the  Charlotte  Mint. 

"Can  You  Help?"  now  asks  members  for 
the  following  . , . 

How  to  determine  recent  prices  for 
pattern  coins. 

An  individual  you  would  want  to  re- 
ceive an  application  to  join  the  Guild. 

A listing  of  books  you  are  currently 
working  to  complete.  (Do  you  need  material 
we  may  be  able  to  furnish? ) 

One  member  is  trying  to  compile  a 
catalog  of  Eisenhower  medals  and  tokens. 
Will  you  forward  a list  of  your  material? 

No  names  need  be  mentioned. 

* * * 

INFLATION 

Newspapers  constantly  refer  to  the 
cost  of  living  and  its  continuing  upward 
trend. 

"The  Story  of  Money"  by  Norman  Angell 
printed  in  1929  is  replete  with  details  of 
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the  great  German  inflationary  period.  While 
some  of  the  data  has  been  printed  in  numis- 
matic articles,  much  remains  available  for 
additional  research. 

In  1923  on  July  26,  the  London  Daily 
Mail  reported  the  debacle  of  real  inflation. 

"Printing  presses  are  working  day  and 
night  to  supply  the  Reichsbank  with 
2,000,000,000,000  mark  notes  daily  but  there 
are  not  enough  to  go  around. 

Morning  lorries  arrive  with  loads  of  notes 
but  messengers  with  handcarts  are  there  to 
take  bundles  of  notes  away.  The  cashier  of 
the  local  bank  handed  the  reporter  4,000,000 
marks  in  1,000  notes  and  the  total  involved 
in  the  transaction  was  only  $10.00.  The  re- 
porter had  to  have  a wrapped  parcel  to  trans- 
port his  "fortune". 

The  same  book  also  describes  deflation  as 
a painful  economic  process.  By  raising  the 
value  of  the  monetary  unit,  debts  are  wiped 
our  and  creditors  suffer.  A professor  Fisher 
had  the  solution  to  every  woe.  He  advocated 
the  abolishment  of  gold  coins  and  the  con- 
version of  gold  certificates  to  gold  bullion 
dollar  certificates.  He  also  wanted  to  re- 
tain the  unrestricted  deposit  of  gold  and 
unrestricted  redemption  of  gold.  The  pro- 
fessor's plan  was  written  in  1922  and  for- 
eign nations  must  believe  he  is  right  for 
they  still  convert  dollars  into  gold. 

* * * 

WHY  NOT  WILL  ROGERS? 

If  I had  my  druthers,  I'd  choose  Will 
Rogers  to  be  honored  on  our  next  coin. 

Many  of  our  young  uns  may  not  know 
about  Will,  but  he  was  the  home  philoso- 
pher who  salved  the  nation's  torment 
during  the  depression  and  produced  the 
ad  lib  quotes  that  are  always  attributed 
to  politicians  by  their  public  relations 
officers. 

Just  a few  of  his  observations  tell 
the  story  of  Will  better  than  I , . . 

"It’s. great  to  be  great  but  it’s 
greater  to  be  human, 

"One  revolution  is  like  one  cocktail, 
it  just  gets  you  ready  for  the  next. 

"Half  our  life  is  spent  trying  to 
find  something  to  do  with  the  time  we 
rushed  through  life  trying  to  save. 

"A  difference  of  opinion  is  what 
makes  horse  racing  and  missionaries," 

We  could  go  on  but  Will  also  said 
"Tain't  what  you  say  that  counts  but 
what  it  boils  down  to".  Speaking  of 
boiling,  did  you  know  steam  is  merely 
hot  water  surrounded  by  hot  air  which 


is  also  a description  of  a perspir- 
ing politician? 

* * * 

POCKET  BOOKS  TO  USE 

An  Encyclopedia  of  American  His- 
tory is  a $1.25  paper  back  that  tells 
at  a glance  what  transpired  on  a given 
day,  arranged  in  sequence,  from  1492 
through  1963.  More  than  10,000  events 
have  been  detailed  by  Irving  and  Nell 
Kull . 

Dictionary  of  Humorous  Quotations 
- Evan  Escar.  Sixty  cents.  A great  bar- 
gain for  the  man  who  enjoys  perceptive 
quotes. 

The  Pocket  Book  of  Quotations  - 
Davidoff.  Fifty  cents.  475  pages  sec- 
tionalized  to  locate  a quote,  the  book 
and  the  author.  Also  all  about  the 
author. 

Facts  About  The  Presidents  - Joseph 
Nathan  Kane.  Seventy-five  cents.  438 
pages  of  fascinating  data  about  the 
Presidents,  events  and  the  family 
backgrounds.  2,000  Insults  and  another 
book  titled  2,000  More  Insults.  Com- 
piled by  Louis  Safian.  Fifty  cents  each. 
These  books  are  wonderful  aides  for 
speakers  as  they  include  many  light 
touches  . . . and  a few  to  silence 
hecklers. 

* * * 

MODERN  U.S.  COINS  . . . 

(An  Unusual  Book) 

Modern  U.S.  Coins  by  Addie  Belle 
Hudson  is  without  a doubt  one  of  the 
most  amazing  books  ever  reviewed.  The 
8x11  book  is  a collection  of  articles 
printed  in  publications,  official  mint 
releases  and  displays  many  of  Mort 
Reed's  fine  drawings.  Bibliography  at 
the  end  of  each  chapter  gives  credit 
to  Krause  Publications,  COINage,  Coin 
World,  Bureau  of  the  Mint,  Yeoman, 
and  literally  dozens  of  other  writers 
and  organizations.  We  mention  all  this 
because  the  book's  title  page  is  em- 
blazoned with  "No  part  of  this  book 
may  be  reproduced  without  permission 
in  writing  from  the  author". 
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MEET  YOUR  GUILD  MEMBERS 
(Alphabetical  Order) 

Arnold  Margolis 

First  member  to  qualify  under  the  new 
membership  ruling  "automatically  admit- 
ing  publishers,  editors  and  staff  mem- 
bers of  existing  numismatic  publica- 
tions", is  the  distinguished  expert  on 
error  coinage,  Arnold  Margolis. 

President  Emeritus  of  the  largest  er- 
ror collector  organization,  he  has  also 
been  a guiding  influence  in  the  develop- 
ing hobby  by  producing  the  "Errorscope" , 
newsletter  of  Numismatic  Error  Collectors 
of  America.  He  is  now  publishing  the 
highly  professional  "ERROR  COIN  MAGAZINE" 
and  its  quick  acceptance  by  the  hobby  il- 
lustrates his  literary  accomplishments. 

Coin  World,  Numismatic  Scrapbook  and 
The  Numismatist  have  all  been  publica- 
tions using  his  by-line.  "Arnie"  is  a 
T.  V,  Video  Engineer  for  NBC  and  this 
is  the  only  place  where  he  does  not  ap- 
preciate errors. 

Classification  in  N.L.G.,  REGULAR. 

* * * 

John  L,  McKay -Clements 

Another  recent  member  who  is  MOST  wel- 
come is  Canadian  expert  McKay-Clements 
who  added  much  luster  to  the  last  issue 
of  our  Guild  newsletter  with  his  views 
of  the  10  rarest  Canadian  coins  and  to- 
kens. A very  popular  columnist  whose 
work  is  seen  in  the  Temiskaming  Speaker 
and  who  has  also  been  represented  in 
Coin  World,  he  is  also  a member  of  the 
A.N.A.,  C.N.A.,  A.V.A,  and  several  lo- 
cal organizations. 

From  another  source,  it  was  disclosed 
that  this  modest  man  is  considered  to  be 
one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  his  cho- 
sen interests  of  Canada  and  World  coin- 
age. Perhaps  a line  or  two  from  a re- 
cent letter  can  best  sum  up  his  ami- 
ability and  cooperation  . . . "If  you 
want  other  short  items,  let  me  know} 
there  is  so  much  waiting  to  be  written". 

John  is  a Professional  Engineer  and 
Company  Executive  which  proves  the 
statement  "If  you  want  something  done, 
ask  a busy  man ! " 

N.L.G.  Classification,  REGULAR. 

* * # 

Clifford  Mishler 

Krause  Publications  and  Cliff 
Mishler  are  synonomous  in  the  minds  of 
every  collector  and  numismatist.  Cliff, 
of  course,  is  the  Editor  who  guiding 
hand  can  be  seen  throughout  the  many 


publications  of  the  Iola  based  firm.  The 
Token  and  Medal  Society  Journal  owes  much 
of  its  success  to  his  efforts.  In  addition, 
he  is  author  of  the  annual  editions  en-  0 
titled  "United  States  and  Canadian  Commem- 
orative Medals  and  Tokens"  - 1958-1963. 

A full  time  coin  devotee,  Cliff  has  ex- 
panded his  interests  to  encompass  material 
falling  into  the  category  of  "Unusual" 
tokens,  medals,  and  ???  His  organizational 
membership  listing  includes  practically  all 
national  and  international  groups.  But  all 
the  cold  statistics  do  not  tell  the  true 
story  of  his  good  humor,  numismatic  in- 
volvement or  personal  charm  that  is  dis- 
played so  readily  during  conventions.  Cliff 
represents  many  of  the  reasons  why  the 
Guild  exists.  Classification,  not  determined. 

* * * 


Mendel  Peterson 

In  many  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to 
create  short  biographical  sketches  from 
Guild  applications  but  Mendel  Peterson  was 
kind  enough  to  furnish  a comprehensive 
biography  and  trying  to  select  numismatic 
facts  while  deleting  his  other  accomplish- 
ments is  like  reading  a dictionary  but  us- 
ing only  the  portion  under  coins  . . . 
Employed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute  as 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Armed  Forces 
History  in  the  Museum  of  History  and  Tech- 
nology, he  has  written  many  articles  for 
The  Numismatist  and  the  Numismatic  Scrap- 
book. 

A listing  of  45  publications  and  articles 
discloses  the  wide  range  of  his  interests. 
Non-coin  publications  encompass  such  titles 
as  "Rocks  and  Minerals",  Life,  Life-Latin- 
American  edition,  Military  Collector  and 
Historian,  Sunday  Star  Magazine  and  . , . 
space  forbids  added  listings  but  this  high- 
ly qualified  expert  is  obviously  one  of  the 
stars  in  the  honor  roll  of  Guild  membership. 

He  is  a Commander  in  the  Naval  Reserve, 
a Historian,  Skin  Diver,  Antarctic  Explorer 
and  obviously  a Numismatist . 

N.L.G.  Classification,  not  determined. 

* * * 


Thanks  to  VIRGINIA  CULVER  for:  Defini- 
tion of  a free  lancer  - - A rolling  stone 

who  gathers  no  boss. 

* * * 


QUESTIONS  OF  THE  MONTH 

Who  should  be  honored  on  the  metal  dol- 
lar? Do  you  want  an  Eisenhower  quarter? 

A recent  magazine  article  indicated  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  was  the  choice  of  sculptors 
for  the  dollar.  A poll  of  the  public  indi- 
cated 77%  approval  of  an  Eisenhower  quar- 
ter. Do  you  have  a question  to  ask  in  next 
month's  newsletter? 


-5- 

PICTURE  SOURCES 
By  Carl  Allenbaugh 

Every  writer  recognizes  the  value  of  pictures  as  a complement  to  his  words 
and  a snare  to  trap  the  idle  browzer  who  is  repelled  by  the  blandness  of  an  un- 
broken title  page. 

Two  types  of  illustrations  are  pertinent  to  numismatic  articles.  Foremost 
is  the  definitive  illustration,  a picture  of  the  numismatic  item  with  which  the 
article  is  concerned.  I can't  tell  you  where  to  obtain  this  type  of  illustration 
- - I'd  be  grateful  if  someone  would  tell  me.  The  local  amateur  photographer  sel- 
dom has  the  knowledge  and  equipment  to  do  the  job  well,  and  the  commercial  ones 
price  their  work  beyond  the  economics  of  numismatic  writing. 

Second  is  the  supplementary  illustration  which,  while  not  numismatic  in 
character,  is  pertinent  to  your  theme  - - such  as  picture  of  the  landing  of  Co- 
lumbus to  complement  an  article  concerning  the  Columbian  commemorative. 

Surprisingly,  most  Americans  are  unaware  of  the  wealth  of  such  materials 
which  is  their  heritage  in  that  it  is  in  the  public  domain  and  available,  at  cost, 
to  all  interested  parties.  Literally  millions  of  pictures  on  an  endless  variety 
of  subjects  are  available  at  a nominal  cost  of  from  $1  to  $4  each  in  8x10,  black 
and  white,  glossy, 

I refer  to  the  various  archives  maintained  by  the  nation,  states,  universities, 
and  historical  societies  whose  addresses  can  be  found  in  the  book  "Pictures  Un- 
limited" which  Lee  Martin  mentioned  in  an  early  issue  of  the  Guild  Newsletter,  Many 
others  are  available  at  no  cost  whatever  from  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Tourist 
Bureaus  of  the  states. 

Following  is  a short  list  of  such  sources  from  whom  I have  obtained  illustra- 
tive materials.  In  all  instances  they  were  genuinely  interested  and  cooperative, 
often  suggesting  other  sources  for  related  material. 

Smithsonian  Institute 

Office  of  Anthropology  Archives 

Washington,  D.  C.  20560 

Particularly  recommended  for  pictures  of  Indian  tribes  of  North  America  - - indi- 
vidual portraits,  habitations,  costumes,  ceremonies,  art,  etc.  Cost  $1  for  8x10 
print 

General  Services  Administration 
National  Archives  and  Records  Service 
Washington,  D.C.  20408 

Approximately  3i  million  pictures  representing  the  entire  range  of  Federal  acti- 
vity. It's  difficult  to  imagine  a request  they  can't  fill.  Particularly  rich  in 
Civil  War  material:  personalities,  battle  scenes,  paintings  of  Remington,  Adams, 
Catlin,  and  the  famous  Brady  prints.  Print  price  runs  from  $1.25  for  an  8x10  to 
$9  for  a 30x40  you  can  hang  in  your  den.  Copy  negatives,  slides,  etc.  are  also 
available. 

Wyoming  State  Archives  and  Historical  Department 
State  Office  Building 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82001 

Mrs.  Katherine  Halverson,  Chief  Historical  Research 
Cost:  $1.50  for  5x7  Black  and  White;  $1.75  for  8x10, 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society 
Memorial  Building 
120  W,  Tenth  Street 
Topeka,  Kansas  66612 
Nyle  H,  Miller,  Executive  Secretary 
Cost:  $1  for  8x10  print;  less  for  smaller. 

Texas  State  Library 

Texas  Archives  and  Library  Building 

Drawer  DD,  Capitol  Station 

Austin,  Texas  78711 

John  M.  Kinney,  Director  Archives  Division. 
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Does  not  maintain  negative  file.  Cost,  which  includes  making  the  negative,  is  $4 

for  8x10  black  and  white.  , 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  western  state  archives  I ve  mentioned  are 
more  than  a source  of  "shoot-up”  material.  They  purchase,  and  are  donated,  col- 
lections of  pictures  from  private  sources  and  contain  much  material  not  pertinent 
to  the  state.  They  are,  of  course,  the  prime  source  for  portraits  of  individuals 

of  consequence  to  the  history  of  the  state. 

Your  initial  letter  will  determine  the  satisfaction  of  the  response  to  your^ 
inquiry.  Don't  be  vague.  Most  of  the  archives  are  under-staffed,  and  their  materials 
but  loosely  indexed.  If  your  interest  is  in  Civil  War  generals  or  Indian  chiefs, 
name  them.  If  you  wish  illustration  of  former  modes  of  public  transportation  to 
enhance  an  article  on  transportation  tokens,  specify  horse-drawn  streetcars,  an- 
tique Huffing  Billies,  or  Paddy’s  wheelbarrow. 

Plan  your  article  well  in  advance.  Eight  to  ten  weeks  will  be  required  in 
most  cases  for  the  initial  reply  containing  a list  of  pictures  from  which  you  can 
make  your  selection.  Another  four  or  five  will  pass  before  you  finally  receive  the 
prints.  Personal  checks  are  accepted  by  all  sources  listed  here. 

Good  hunting. 


PRESIDENTIAL  PORTRAITS  ON  HALF  DOLLARS 


By  Ray  Manville 

The  newspaper  item  was  short  - - the  type  used  to  fill  space.  It  stated  that 
John  F.  Kennedy  was  the  only  President  of  the  United  States  whose  portrait  had 
appeared  on  a half  dollar.  Although  true  of  regular  issue  coins  of  this  denomina- 
tion, the  item  was  misleading  as  a number  of  men  who  had  held  this  office  had  been 
depicted  on  commemorative  coins. 

The  likeness  of  a president  first  appeared  on  a U . S.  half  dollar  authorized 
on  June  1,  1918  - - more  than  forty-five  years  before  the  Kennedy  half  dollar.  The 
earlier  coin  was  also  the  first  of  this  denomination  on  which  the  portrait  of  an 
assassinated  president  Abraham  Lincoln  - - was  used.  This  I knew. 

Curiosity  made  me  reach  for  a book  that  would  furnish  more  information  on 
the  subject  - - Presidential  Portraits  on  United  States  Half  Dollars.  What  I found 
was  interesting,  perhaps  because  I was  looking  at  it  from  a new  angle.  More  read- 
ing followed  - - biographical  sketches  of  the  men  involved  and  their  inaugural 


Having  often  found  that  others  enjoy  reading  or  hearing  about  commemorative 
and  pattern  coins,  and  having  completed  research  on  which  presidents  had  been  de- 
picted on  those  of  the  half  dollar  denomination  - - I had  material  for  one  of  my 
weekly  columns.  The  problem  to  be  faced  was  that  of  selecting  the  most  interesting 
information  to  incorporate  into  a 500-word  article  - - no  easy  task.  At  times  this 

is  the  most  difficult  phase  of  writing  for  a newspaper. 

A newspaper  space  filler  - - one  that  was  inaccurate  as  far  as  I was  concerned 
- - provided  the  spark  that,  when  coupled  with  curiosity,  ignited  something  in  the 
"think  box"  and  produced  a newspaper  column.  I never  know  where  I will  find  some- 
thing that  will  suggest  a subject  for  an  article. 
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